Enabling Equitable Access to COVID-19 Vaccines for Indigenous Communities Highlights: SM Toolkit 2
Social Media Message: Indigenous communities have responded to the challenges of COVID-19 with community engagement, tribal sovereignty, and representative data. For more, watch our webinar with @IVACtweets and @IndianCountry, “Enabling Equitable Access to COVID-19 Vaccines for Indigenous Communities” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drk_qEDI2CQ. 
A huge thanks to our speakers: Dr. Loretta Christensen, Dr. Ngaree Blow, Dr. Margie Danchin, Dr. Tam Lutz, Dr. Laura Hammitt, Dr. Joshuaa Allison-Burbank, and Jourdan Bennett-Begaye [TAG HERE]
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"It's not the first time that we've addressed a health
concern like this and responded for our tribal nations. |
was able to dig up things that my grandmother did to fight
polio, when she was collecting nickels and dimes and the
community was contributing in any way that they could. It
may not seem like a lot, but it was the buy-in of the
community. And that's what sometimes has made the
greatest change is that folks that are willing to help."
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"We know our work is not done. There's going to be
continued work to improve messaging, to build vaccine
confidence. We know that we have to strive for high-
quality, representative data and advocate for equitable
access to vaccines ... and we also know that we need
significant investments in Indigenous communities to
facilitate a sustained improvement in all social
determinants of health."
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"The power of community engagement has just been so

apparent, and strong communication... and listening to

people's questions and responding with respect. It's just
been so incredible. People don't necessarily want to

consume information on websites and fact sheets. They

want to ask their questions; they want to personalize it
to themselves and to understand what it means for

them and their family and their community."
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"Tribal sovereignty had a lot to do with how the pandemic
affected Indigenous peoples in this country, from mask
mandates to vaccine distribution to obtaining federal
funding to deal with the impact of COVID 19."

"Tribal governments have power to form their own
government structures, make and pass laws, and enforce
these laws through their own law enforcement and tribal
courts."
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