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OVERVIEW

Welcome! 

Introductions

Indigenous Data Sovereignty & Governance

Tribal Research Process: When to start discussions? 

Data Sharing Agreements, Policies, & Codes 

Closing



Intentions

Future generations of Indigenous youth will look at this time and see 

evidence of our traditional teachings embedded in our response: an 

honoring of the slowness, grief, and renewal; cherishing the well-being of 

our youth and Elders; a return to the land; and, above all, a communal 

responsibility to the collective well-being. (Brant-Birioukov 2021)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8080477/


“Fundamentally, it’s about the inherent sovereignty that Indigenous peoples have.”
- Dr. Stephanie Russo Carroll



Indigenous Data Sovereignty 
& Governance 

• Indigenous data 

• Responsibilities 

• Rightsholders

• Building relationships of 
trust 

 

Illustration by Mario Valencia (Yoeme), 2024

Accessed 4.14.25 

https://www.sciencefriday.com/segments/indigenous-data-

sovereignty/



Indigenous Data Governance 

Carroll, S.R., Rodriguez-Lonebear, D. and Martinez, A., 2019. Indigenous Data Governance: Strategies from United States Native Nations. Data 

Science Journal, 18(1), p.31. DOI: http://doi.org/10.5334/dsj-2019-031
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Indigenous data sovereignty & governance
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Relational Indigenous-Centered Methodologies 

Tu Camino está Iluminado  

Ethical - Spiritual Considerations

Lutu’uria
Meaning-Making

(Re)connecting & (Re)membering

Worldviews

Encanto 

Strategy

Allewame

Affirmation

Lios está Contigo 

Approvals 

Visita-Etehoi

Listening, & Learning

Cumplir Siempre

 Responsibilities & Obligations  
Always Connected 

Giving & Planning

Oré,C.E. (2018)
Aligning systems, research ethics, and data stewardship 

Agreements, Codes, Laws > Data Management Plan



Applying the Six R’s to the Data Governance Process

• Relationship: Requires attention and effort to build and maintain – think of relationship as 
our kinship obligation.

• Respect: Recognition of a community’s cultural standards and openness to learning.

• Responsibility: The all-inclusive process, recognizing our connections to Indigenous 
communities and our desire to continually develop sustainable, supportive relationships.

• Representation: Allows the community to identify what is relevant.

• Relevance: Valuing Indigenous knowledge, involving Indigenous communities, and ensuring 
that data governance plans for Indigenous peoples are responsive to the needs the 
community has identified.

• Reciprocity: Respectful knowledge sharing between investigator(s) and community, 
throughout the full research process.

o Data governance is not a "one and done" task (akin to the consent process)



Tribal Research Process  

• Assurance for Indigenous data governance built into tribal IRB 
process
oWhen to start the data governance discussion? Straightaway!

oHistorically data sharing was after thought and investigator 
owned the data 

• Standardized researcher & data sharing agreements
oExists in tantum with protocol

• Stalls when researcher not taking into consideration the 
principles of IDSov/IDGov 





John Hopkins Center for 
Indigenous Health
Circle P50 



“It’s a clear outline that tribes own their data in partnership with 
the state, because the state’s the one that’s collecting it. 

But we want to tell our story, and we want to be able to work 

with DOH [department of health] to be mindful of our stories and 

to also get better access to the statistics.”

- Summer Hammons, Legislative Policy Analyst for Treaty Rights & 

Govt. Affairs Office at The Tulalip Tribes

https://www.tulalipnews.com/2025/01/22/ Accessed 4.7.25

https://www.tulaliptribes-nsn.gov/    Accessed 4.14.25

https://www.tulalipnews.com/2025/01/22/
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Codes, Laws & Policies 

•Tribal Research codes may or may not include data 
codes 

•Tribal Data codes 

•Office of Indigenous/Tribal data governance 



Conversation: Data Code 

• What type of organizations are you developing data sharing 
agreements with for research? 

• Are these agreements also internal with other 
programs/services? 

• Have you had conversations with tribal leadership about 
developing an Indigenous data code?  
oStandardizing tribal data governance across all programs and 

services



This week
Tribal Data Storage & Information

• This world-first data storage infrastructure called Te Pā Tūwatawata is led by the Te 
Kāhui Raraunga Charitable Trust (TKR), which aims to create a unique data storage 
system that promotes sovereignty over data and digital futures.

Thursday, April 17th at 11am HI / 1pm AK / 2pm PT / 3pm MT / 4pm CT / 5pm ET

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/sBA4vJCXQ1WIqQRaNYqcMg#/registration

Upcoming
Data Sharing Agreements Inventory and Guide 

• Date TBC

The April webinars are a collaborative effort involving the US Indigenous Data 
Sovereignty Network, the Indigenous Data Exchange, the Collaboratory for Indigenous 
Data Governance, the Equity for Indigenous Research and Innovation Coordinating 
Hub (ENRICH), the Data Warriors Lab, the Native Biodata Consortium, the Indigenous 
Land and Data Stewards Lab, and the IndigeLab Network.

Next Steps:  Tribal Data Storage & Repositories 
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NCREW Collective Learning Virtual Series 

Announcements:

Data Governance Office Hours

Join Elizabeth D’Amico and Carrie Johnson from PAWNIK
April 18, 2025 (Friday) 

10 – 11 am PT/ 11 – 12 pm MT/ 11 – 1 pm CT/ 1 – 2 pm ET 



https://usindigenousdatanetwork.org/
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